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Baiju Parthan

Vector

“Vector posits virtual reality as the escalation of  the real, augmented and exponentially raised to the nth power, as 
the antinomic twin gradually and stealthily devouring its sibling.

Reality essentially is an epiphenomenon by virtue of  it being an interpretation of  sensory data filtered through 
cultural and gender bias, and virtual reality emerges as effervescence, an adjunct that is briskly modifying the 

texture of  reality. 

As French theorist Paul Virilio points out “The invention of  the ship is also the invention of  the shipwreck.”

The art works in this show are located at the interstice of  the objective real and the ethereal virtual. These are colli-
sion points aimed at presenting the erosion of  implicit ‘faith in perception’ that is the foundation upon which solidity 
and predictability that we associate with the objective real are built upon.” - Baiju Parthan.

Monument, 3D rendering and photography on archival lenticular print media, 45” x 135” (triptych), 2011

ELEVENTH HOUR CHORUS- 2, photography & 3d rendering, 3d lenticular print , 45”  x 135” (triptych), 2010



Drag, installation - solvent prints on vinyl, gif  animations on LCD screens, dimensions variable, 2011 MANIFESTO ( Engineered Fruit), video projection (computer generated video), 2 min 50 sec, 2011





This & this

“Characters in the global pipelines of  information-flow are not simple-minded anymore. Multi-faced, holographic 
personas are now the model. The poetry of  this game of  smoke and mirrors is performed with a zest shared on all 
the sides of  the fence: the agents and the actors. A few decades back the front-lines of  this dance-charade-war had 
occupied also the world of  bits from the world of  atoms. The fractal nature of  bits co-exists with its plastic shadow. 
Viewports often cue back to the middle of  the disarray randomly with disruption in either dimension. Courtship 
is now a cinematic experience, a kind of  biding time for another. These times are like any other and also with our 

capacity to dream things which we cannot understand, tangents of  progression can go anywhere. Generative with a 
history. Perception of  patterns and complexities demands history, memory and a computation. This processing is a 
learnt characteristic for our epoch and species. The instruction line is the instant, the moment where dimensions get 
compiled into our experience. This is where resistance is; that which resists compilation floats around as an orphan 
fragment. And these fragments populate the buffer of  our psyche with apparitions. What I see is different from what 
you see.

To unravel the onionskins of  these apparitions is where the decay starts. That is when the static sets in. Climbing 
onto the moving horse, boarding the spinning carousel and getting off  at a moment’s distraction... is the rhythm of  
our waking. A percussionist attempting to read this rhythm into a beat will be constantly listening and calibrating. 
Meanings are placeholders for eventual substitution. Cognition is meta.”- Prayas Abhinav.

There are many ways of  deciphering the present experience. And some ways of  not having to. Of  letting layers of  
unprocessed information build up and explode into some dimension of  lucidity. There are two approaches for deal-
ing with perceptual drift in this exhibition. Questions not easily answered, and questions not asked often enough as 
they inspire the delirium of  division by zero. An impossibility. 
 
Perception is trained by illusions. Agreements, negotiations, deals happen between faculties to establish the most ba-
sic ways of  looking at the world. When this deal-making is challenged in the most radical ways, we experience things 
that we cherish. In this game, playing by the rules is not playing at all. Not that there are any rules to speak of, really. 
Every time the smoke clears and the dust settles there is a re-calibration happening. 

We are talking of  scales which do not have any markings. Scales which are not imposed but are discovered to be 
existing. The discovery of  each such scale is either becoming a part of  a weave we call truth or adding to the violence 
and disarray of  our confusion. That is the pendulum we must swing on. 

Prayas Abhinav

Grasp, wooden boxes, screen, camera, assorted objects, C++ code, 2012



This (Prayas Abhinav and Ramana ), Phase Shift, currency counting machine, camera, tv, prints

The Restoration, motors, acrylic, rubber, wood, glass, water, LCD screen, animation, 2012
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2002  Diary of the Inner Cyborg, Interactive projection, ‘CODE’ Interactive Digital installation-Under Con 
                struction- exhibition of Asian Contemporaray art,  Organised by Japan Foundation,Tokyo, Japan 
2002    NecessaryIllusionswith 24 cups of coffee -Interactive projection, New moves International Live Art  

                Festival, Glasgow-UK 
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SOLO EXHIBITIONS 
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RESIDENCY 

Residency at Seven degreesgallery Laguna, California. 
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2004       Seminar on the status of visual art in Kerala-Kashi artgallery,Cochin,Kerala. 
2003       Lecture o new directions in NewMediaArt-On Invitation from British Council at Sakshi Gallery Bombay 
2003       Lecture on Editorial Art-J.J School of Art Bombay 
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EDUCATION
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2009  12-month Openspace/CCDS (Pune) Fellowship for working on CitySpinning in Bangalore
2006  Kumar Talkies (Mumbai) / PSBT Fellowship for young filmmakers
2005  Environmental film fellowship, Center for Media Studies (New Delhi)
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